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A Comparative Analysis of Hedges in Chinese and Foreign Dissertations
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Abstract

The dissertation is an important link to inspect students’ academic ability and scientific research
ability. This paper takes hedges in the abstract, introduction and conclusion of master’s degree
theses of International Chinese education major as the research object, and systematically
analyzes the differences and characteristics of the use of hedges in master’s theses at home and
abroad, this paper also analyzes the differences between Chinese and foreign students’ writing
from the perspective of pragmatic function. The results are as follows: first, both Chinese and
foreign students use variable hedges more frequently, but foreign students have less vocabulary
richness and mastery than Chinese students; The frequency of using indirect hedges by foreign
students is lower than that by Chinese students, and the degree of awareness and understanding
of the use of indirect hedges by foreign students is insufficient, they often use explicit subject
forms, and often use direct conciliatory language to express their subjective opinions, which
shows that foreign students have a strong subjective will to express, need to further adapt to the
Chinese academic writing thinking.
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