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As an emerging interdisciplinary field that deeply integrates digital technology with the humanities and
social sciences, Digital Humanities is driving a profound methodological transformation in humanities
research. Digital Humanities represents an important paradigm that employs digital tools, technologies,
and media to provide new perspectives, methods, and approaches for humanities research. In the
context of New Liberal Arts construction, International Chinese Education is at a critical juncture of
transformational development. The shift from “close reading” to “distant reading,” extending from
textual interpretation to data-driven approaches—this paradigmatic transformation not only reshapes
research methods in traditional humanities but also injects new theoretical resources and practical tools
into International Chinese Education. Against the backdrop of globalization and intellectualization, how
to leverage digital technology to promote pedagogical innovation, learning transformation, and academic
expansion in International Chinese Education has become an important topic of common concern in the
academic community.

The twelve papers included in this special issue represent cutting-edge achievements in this
interdisciplinary exploration. Grounded in authentic teaching scenarios and learning data, these
studies focus on pedagogical intervention, learning mechanisms, language analysis, and technological
ethics from the perspective of Digital Humanities, demonstrating a distinct empirical orientation and
methodological self-awareness. Based on the internal logic of research themes, this special issue
integrates the twelve papers into the following three themes, aiming to outline the frontier landscape of
International Chinese Education research from the Digital Humanities perspective.

1 Intelligent Technology-Empowered Pedagogical Interventions and Learning
Mechanisms

This theme focuses on the application and effectiveness evaluation of artificial intelligence, speech
recognition, learning analytics, and digital writing tools in classroom teaching. Aw & He (2026)
developed an intelligent classroom discourse analysis system, proposing Al as a pre-annotation and trend
analysis tool to explore the efficiency and bias of human-machine collaboration in processing classroom
discourse data. Wu, Xing & Wu (2026) conducted a two-year iterative instructional design to investigate
the integration pathways of Al in multimodal creative teaching, comparing the differences in feedback
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between teacher-led and teacher-Al collaborative models. Shi, Zhao & Wang (2026), based on the
“Hanyin Yusheng” mini-program and integrating the Speech Learning Model with Self-Determination
Theory, validated the long-term mechanisms of digital tools in phonetic acquisition. Kang, Wang, Yu, &
Qi (2026) explored the effectiveness of ChatGPT in assisting international students with stylistic error
correction in compositions, providing empirical support for intelligent writing instruction. Zhang (2026)
focused on the impact of human-human-AlI collaborative feedback on L2 Chinese academic writing,
revealing its significant enhancement of emotional and cognitive engagement, while also identifying the
bottleneck in transforming behavioral engagement. Jiang, Shen & Wang (2026) compared the effects of
handwriting and typing on Chinese character learning among Arab adolescents, discovering differences
in orthographic-phonological and orthographic-semantic associations, and calling for “age-appropriate”
teaching strategies in the digital age. These studies fully demonstrate the potential and limitations of
intelligent technology in reshaping teaching processes and provide diverse perspectives for understanding
digital learning mechanisms.

2 Quantitative Analysis and Computational Modeling of Language Features

This theme focuses on revealing the linguistic patterns of Chinese and the acquisition characteristics
of learners through corpora, computational linguistics, and statistical modeling. Chen & Wang (2026)
employed a metrical stylistics approach to examine the multidimensional features of humorous language
in Chinese, revealing the lexical preferences, semantic characteristics, and affective structures involved
in humor generation. Zheng (2026), based on large-scale corpora and using multiple correspondence
analysis, compared the prototypical features of native Chinese speakers and learners in their selection
of ba-sentences and shi-sentences, proposing a “core-periphery” hierarchical teaching model. Bian &
Gao (2026) constructed a data-driven intelligent practice system for HSK Level 4, which dynamically
diagnoses learner errors and implements personalized “i+1” interventions, significantly improving
learning outcomes. These studies provide a solid methodological foundation for quantitative modeling
and analysis in Chinese language ontology and acquisition research.

3 The Development, Application and Technical Ethics of Digital Resources

This theme encompasses the design and development of digital teaching resources, cultural
dissemination pathways, and ethical reflections on technology application. Liu & Zhang (2026),
using “Chinese+Sports” teaching videos as samples, constructed a multimodal empathic analytical
framework, systematically elucidating how digital resources stimulate learners’ cultural resonance
through audiovisual synergy and narrative design. Zhou & Zhu (2026) integrated RAG technology with
a self-built traditional Chinese medicine Chinese corpus to construct a resource generation framework
that supports knowledge summarization, question-answer generation, and automated lesson planning,
significantly enhancing the adaptability of Chinese for Specific Purposes (CSP) teaching resources and
the efficiency of teacher lesson preparation. Xiao, Liu, Yang & Zhang (2026), using overseas Chinese
teaching institutions as research contexts, evaluated four types of large language models for emotional
and educational stage tendencies, revealing implicit biases in their content output and proposing practical
pathways to enhance algorithmic fairness and content diversity. Research under this theme not only
concerns the construction and dissemination effectiveness of digital resources but also delves into the
value orientations and social impacts behind technology applications, reflecting a dual consciousness of
technological rationality and humanistic concern.

In summary, the twelve papers collected in this special issue not only showcase the frontier landscape
of International Chinese Education research from the perspective of Digital Humanities but also lay a
solid foundation for subsequent theoretical construction and practical exploration. We believe that in the
integration and synergy of digital technology and humanistic spirit, International Chinese Education will
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surely embrace a more open, diverse, and intelligent development path. We sincerely invite scholars at
home and abroad to seize this opportunity to further their research and jointly promote the prosperity and
development of this field.
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